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Foreword: Living the “Sharing”Way

Father Naoki Tsujiie,
Priest in Charge of Youth Ministry.

This summer, Lake Nojiri was again the site of the Chofu Church Camp for junior and
senior high school students, the Sunday School Summer Camp and the Bible School.
For me, Lake Nojiri is a place like Lake Galilee. It was in the summer holiday of my
first year at junior high that Father X talked to me and I took the first steps along the
path that led to becoming a Salesian Priest. That makes it a very special place. Since
then, I have gone to Lake Nojiri almost every year. I think of it as my third home. (My
first home, by the way, is Miyazaki, where I grew up, while the second is Chofu.) It was
really a great blessing for me to be able to spend time with the children again this year
at Lake Nojiri.

Just as the disciples were chosen by Jesus at Lake Galilee, spending time with him
and growing there, so he called me at Lake Nojiri, where I felt his breath upon me and
have been blessed every time I go there. And I feel that the children who go there in the
summer receive the same blessing. The children who spend time at Lake Nojiri get an
unmistakable sparkle in their eyes.

I had been thinking that there was something similar about the atmospheres of Lake
Galilee and Lake Nojiri. As I was meditating on a lakeside jetty, this thought suddenly
came tome. [had been wondering why the water of Lake Nojiri was so clear and clean.
And then I remembered. It is the same as for Lake Galilee. Lake Nojiri gets its water
from melting mountain snow. It is really pure. And in August the water level starts
dropping lower and lower. That’s because it is used to irrigate the farmers’ fields. Lake
Nojiri is not just accumulating water, it is sharing it with others. So the water gets
changed every year. It is always being renewed. Always pure. And maybe that’s why,
when you spend time at Lake Nojiri, your own heart clears up and becomes more simply
obedient to God.

Lake Galilee is the same. Its water is really pure, teaming with fish, and people enjoy
playing in it. Its banks are green. And it was along the lake shore that the disciples met
Jesus, started to follow him, and spent time with him. The river Jordan flows into Lake
Galilee from the north, and flows out again southwards. Lake Galilee does not just
accumulate the water, but passes it on, releasing it so that others can use it.

But the Jordan’s southward flow ends up in the Dead Sea. As its name suggests,
nothing lives in this lake. The water is so salty that no one can drink it and it cannot be
used for daily living. There are no fish, and no one lives anywhere near it.

The Dead Sea keeps all its water for itself. And that is the cause of its death! Once
water has flowed into it, it is never released. And it's the same with us. If we take
everything we are given for ourselves, and keep it for our own use, this miserly approach
will make us like the Dead Sea, with no one wanting to come anywhere near us. No, we
should pass on all the good things that are given to us, sharing them with others. And if
we do, we will be really happy and it will lead to real growth.
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That was exactly how Jesus lived. And there, on the shores of Lake Galilee, he invited
the disciples to join him in the same kind of life, and they followed him. They left their
fishing boats behind because the blessings they were given were not just for them, but
were meant to be used for others, and so they began a life of sharing with others.

I would like us all to live this new life of sharing with others. And particularly, as one
who had the joy of sharing a time with the children at Lake Nojiri this summer, I myself
want to obey the call to a life of sharing.

(Translation RW)

Lake Galilee
7S50

@® Mother Teresa as a Saint

Tetsuya Noda

How have we come to know Mother Teresa as a person? Her name is so famous that we may
never have thought very deeply about this. But now, when she is about to be canonized, surely
we need to reflect more deeply and prayerfully on how we have savored the gospel through her
hands outstretched in love. Of course we cannot know everything even about our own selves.
How much more is this true of knowing someone else! But our attempt to feel close to Mother
Teresa and to know her in her sainthood will surely be a God-given blessing, just like knowing
that God dwells within our hearts.

I would like to share with you an episode I heard from a Sister working in the office of
the Mother House (the headquarters of the mission in Calcutta). It might seem a trifling
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episode, but I think it is enough to encourage our belief that Mother Teresa was already a saint.
It took place at the Mother House in the evening of a very hot summer’s day. The telephone rang
just as they were preparing for evening worship. As the Sister picked up the phone, the caller
immediately answered with a loud and cheerful “Good morning!” and launched into a flood of
words. The call was from South America. Her astonished reaction was “Here we are, just getting
ready for evening worship, weary in body and soul from the fierce heat of day, and this caller
has no thought for our situation or the difference in time between us. What on earth are they
thinking of!”

But the call was for Mother Teresa, who was nearby, so she handed over the phone to
her—a little reluctantly—and started to walk towards the chapel. From behind her she heard the
delighted voice of Mother Teresa saying a loud and cheerful “Good Morning.” That was the
sister’s second surprise, for at that instant she felt she was falling far short of Mother Teresa.

Anyone would normally feel as she did, for the heat of a Calcutta summer is quite
extraordinary, with searing temperatures well over 40°C, not to mention the bad air full of
swirling dust, so that after a day’s work body and soul are tired out, and the time of prayer is a
life-saving chance to recover from exhaustion. Under the circumstances anyone would want
people to understand their situation. But not Mother Teresa. She was as anxious to do the best
she could for someone the other end of a telephone line as she was for someone standing next to
her. And that “best” would be to please the God who dwelt within them.

For Mother Teresa it was “Put others before yourself.” The sister knew this very well, but
was shocked at how, in her weakness, she had failed to do so, letting her tiredness give in to
commonplace attitudes.

But she had seen God in Mother Teresa, and Mother was truly a woman who put love into
action, so that all her deeds carried the fragrance of Jesus in complete unity with him. Therefore
we cannot help seeing her as the Good News of the gospel in person.

Last year, when rumors began to
circulate that Mother was to be
canonized, the MC brothers where 1 do
volunteer work were saying “We aren’t
concerned over whether or not Mother
is recognized as a saint. We already
know that she was one.” And I felt the
same. Felt it, yes, but to have it officially
recognized makes me happy from the
depths of my heart, and it is surely the
same for them.

Mother Teresa’s canonization is
to take place at the Vatican on
September 4, and there will be a
celebratory mass at the Tokyo Cathedral
starting at 3:00pm on September 19.

(Translation RW)




<0—.L. No.206

FHHENHN ~mEaEBER ~

10 ADELHRIETROESY TY . BHMRZFIDICECERDSMELSFELLET,

10/1(%) 4 X (F+ RET-/)NSHET)

10/8(%) 5 (FRIE-ZEID

10/15(+%) 6 X (LRE-REKE-FRR-Fh-2E-B%-/\XF)
10/22(1%) 7 #X ({28 - - I - DD Lr B - B EH & - #XMA)
10/29(1) 8 X (ZfE - R Er-/NEH-E 5 F-EiL-B/AWL)

ﬁ%&%ﬂ HESE, FAOY Y A—LEIOANTLETLEI N, AZH

LZAD TZHET1 # Q012 EXRKRERE) R LTHE

Lfze DWW DFATERIRX . 5EDHEAENTTIKREBI E VWS HEERETIAL

DETTMN, COFIZH EHE, CONGDBEICHES [BEFEEDBEEDI. B
EEDHITSASHLWAERD) WS —XAHYET,

ZO5VRIE, 41 TRELAF=BARBIZH LT, TWMaWMZ, EET., LSET, =
AT, EbhfzC &, Thnlzl &, ThoTHREHRTU LS LB ERAL B
ATLEIDFA-BVDEVDEYN EREBEZBYRLEGAGEREL. AL,
HFICBINBZETEATEESIZLL T UNFHRE) AFERLC, O EYRBIC
AD2T., ZORWNEZ—RIZCHFATLEVNEL, ABSLLBEYEL, HED
. BROF, BLAD= SATIT 1, (0)

T- Ta Ta

= -
- e - - P
= ek S U = = e
e s I = . 1.5.|=- P e B A L
TR Ao - SR = P e
A Al 1 k) - g -
J— - i— e = = = <

LHRTEH.CER-CRELGE  BESFOFEEFHLTHEYET . AR Z 1T,
FRIETREROTRLRAETEEYLSIZELY,
CERER7RLR  : shalom_goiken@chofu-church.ciao.jp
FovYO—LTE. BFBFBIL—THoDREEEELTCVET, BHERIE.
SETEY. BRZMITBELWZD. FEEOTRLRAETEREYLIZELY,
RERBEATFLR : shalom_toukou@chofu-church.ciao.jp

ARV IR BE T182—0033 HER#fAHGHELREZ—21—12
Tel 042-482-3937 Fax 042-481-6339 http://chofu-church. ciao. jp



mailto:shalom_toukou@chofu-church.ciao.jp

2016 £ 10 A&

October 2016 Schedule

Date Day Mass Times 8:00( 9:30 (10:30 Planned Time Place
10/1| sat | St Teresaofthe Infant Cleaning area 4 10:00
Jesus
0 0 0 [Mass Usual Church
2| Sun |27th Sunday of the Year . .

Church Council 9:10 Maria Room

3| Mon
. N Readmgs in St. Mark's gospel 1000 | Joseph Room
4] Tue St. Francis of Assisi (Sr.Shimasaki)

Handcrafts Group 10:00 Maria Room
5| Wed Catechism (Sr. Shimasaki) 10:00 | Joseph Room
6| Thu Fr. Vincenzo Cimatti Lectio Divina (Sr. Kanematsu) 10:00 | Joseph Room
7| Fi | Our Lady of the Rosary Friday Mass 10:30 Lady Chapel
ol sat Cleaning Area 5 10:00

English Bible Class (Mr. Williams) 16:00 Maria Room

Y _ 0 |Mass Usual Church
9[ Sun [ 28th Sunday of the Year Regular Maria Kai meeting 9:10 Maria Room

English Mass 14:30 Church

10| Mon | Health and Sports Day
11| Tue Holy Father Pope John Lectio Divina (Sr. Shimasaki) 10:00 | Joseph Room
23rd Handicrafts Group 10:00 | Maria Room

Catechism (Sr. Shimasaki) 10:00 | Joseph Room

12| Wed i iovi i
Readlﬂg through & enjoying the Bible 10:00 Maria Room
(Sr. Akiyama)

13( Thu

14( Fri

15| Sat Cleaning Area 6 10:00

16| Sun |29th Sunday of the Year| 0 0 0 |Mass Usual Church

17| Mon

Readings in St. Mark's Gospel

) . 10:00 | Joseph Room
18( Tue | St.Luke the Evangelist (Sr.Shimasaki) P
Handicrafts Group 10:00 Maria Room
19| Wed Catechism (Sr. Shimasaki) 10:00 | Joseph Room
20| Thu Lectio Divina (Sr. Kanematsu) 10:00 | Joseph Room
21| Fri Anna and Joachim Meeting 10:00 Maria Room
Cleaning Area 7 10:00
22| Sat ) . . .
English Bible Class (Mr. Williams) 14:00 Maria Room
23| Sun [30th Sunday of the Year [ 0 0 0 |[Mass Usual Church
24( Mon
25| Tue Lectio Divina (Sr. Shimasaki) 10:00 | Joseph Room
Handicrafts Group 10:00 Maria Room
Catechism (Sr. Shimasaki) 10:00 | Joseph Room
26| Wed i ioyi i
Readlnlg through & enjoying the Bible 10:00 Maria Room
(Sr. Akivama)
27| Thu
28] Fii APOSTIES b:.:lmon & ST
29| Sat |Blessed Fr. Michele Rua Cleaning Area 8 10:00
0 - |9:30 |[Mass Church
30| Sun [31st Sunday of the Year i
y Chofu Church Bazaar 11:00 Sale;lan
Seminary
31| Mon

Newcomers please make private arrangements with the Rector for introductory courses (catechism).
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