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The shepherds said to one another,
“Let’s go to Bethlehem

and see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has told us.”

Luke 2,15

Fr. Piotr Solich, Parish Priest

Children all love Christmas. When I was a boy, I certainly did. Christmas preparations,
the presents under the decorated Christmas tree, the special meals cooked only then,
the warm friendly atmosphere indoors when it was mid-winter cold outside, and
Advent Mass celebrating the mystery of Jesus’ birth in the middle of the night... Every
year, as December 25 approached, many people would say to one another “Christmas
1s coming, so we must go to Church! It wouldn’t be Christmas if we didn’t!”

When the shepherds heard the angels’ joyful news, they felt exactly the same as they
made their way to the stable. As they saw the new-born baby, the angels’ message was
ringing in their ears: “This very day in David’s town your Savior was born—Christ the
Lord!” For them, it was a unique event, a unique Christmas.

After this, the Gospel tells us that they went back rejoicing “singing praises to God.”
Their joy, and their praises to God, were the result of meeting their Savior. It is also
written that the wise men from the East, after they had visited the baby Jesus, “returned
to their country by another road.” As we read the gospels we can clearly see that the
hearts of those who met Jesus were changed. Thanks to that single meeting their hearts,
and the roads they later took through life, were changed.

This year, too, we can celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ our Savior. Our encounter will
enable us to praise God with great joy. And will it change the road we have been
walking until now, as it did for the wise men? If He is not born within our hearts, what
possible meaning can the advent of Jesus Christ have for us?

(Translation RW, M)
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December 2016 Schedule

Date | Day Mass Times 8:00 | 9:30 | 10:30 Planned Time Place
20161121 Thu Lectio Divina (Sr. Kanematsu) 10:00 Joseph Room
2| Fri First Friday Mass 10:30 Lady Chapel
3 Sat St. Francis Xavier Cleaning Area 5 10:00
4 Sun 2nd Sunday of Advent o oo s o sl Church
Church Council Megfing 910 Maria Room
5[ Mon
ol Te Readings in St Mark's Gospel (Sr.Shimasaki) 10:00 Joseph Room
Handicrafts Group 10:00 Maria Room
7| Wed Catechism (Sr. Shimasaki) 10:00 Joseph Room
8 Thu | BVM of Immaculate Conception
9| Fr
ol sa Cleaning Area 6 10:00
English Bible Class (Mr. Williams) 16:00 Maria Room
0| 0 | 0 [Mass Usual Church
1] Sun 3rd Sunday in Advent Regular Megfing of Maria Kai 910 Maria Room
English Mass 14:30 Church
12| Mon | Holy Mary of Guadaloupe Seseragi Meditaion 930 Church
ol Te St Lucia Lecﬁq Divina (Sr. Shimasaki) 10:00 Joseph Room
Handicrafts Group 10:00 Maria Room
Catechism (Sr. Shimasaki) 10:00 Joseph Room
14 Wed St John of the Cross
Reading through and enjoying the Bible (Sr. Akiyama) 10:00 Maria Room
15[ Thu Lectio Divina (Sr. Kanematsu) 10:00 Joseph Room
16| Fii Anna and Joachim Mesting 10:00 Maria Room
17 Sat St Lazarus Cleaning Area 7 10:00
18 Sun 4th Sunday in Advent o [ ~ | o [Mass(Service of Reconciliation within 10:30 Mass) Usual Church
19] Mon
20| Tue Readings in St Mark's gospel (Sr. Shimasaki) 10:00 Joseph Room
21 Wed Catechism (Sr. Shimasaki) 10:00 Joseph Room
2 T
2| Fi The Emperor's Birthday
ul s Christmas Eve Cleaning Area 8 10:00
Mass (1700, 20:00, 24:00) Church
25 Sun Our Lord's Advent o | ~ | o |Mass Usual Church
2| Mon St Stephen
21 Tue St John the Evangelist
2( Wed
9| Th
30| Fr The Holy Family
[ Sat New Year's Eve Mass (24:00) Church

Newcomers please make private arrangements with the Rector for introductory courses (catechism).
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